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To The Chairman,

Cradley Parish Council





29 January 2003

Cc Clerk to Council

Dear

Thank you for your letter of 28th January delivered by Mrs Courtney, Clerk to the Council. In response to your concern over courtesy, we have to say that we were careful to ensure that our letter to the Parish Council was delivered on Saturday morning, by first class post, with delivery of the Newsletters being scheduled to start Saturday afternoon. As I delivered them personally to our network after 2.30 pm I know this to be the case.  It is not normal in these matters to consider just when a recipient chooses to open the post!

The points you raise will be considered at our next meeting. We would like to point out, however, that as your letter was not on Parish Council notepaper we shall work on the basis that the views expressed are your own. Our letter, to which you refer, was to the Parish Council through you as it’s Chairman and we would still welcome the Council’s considered response.

It might be useful if we briefly summarise where matters stand at present 

· The Parish Council is on record as supporting the change of use of the Crown Inn and recommending the demolition of a listed building. 

· Around 200 people have signed letters to Hereford Planning Dept opposing the change of use.

· To gain change of use the owner of the Crown Inn has to demonstrate that the existing use is no longer viable and unlikely to become so, that all means of retaining the facility have been explored taking into account the importance of the facility to the local community. 

On a purely personal basis I was pleased to read your final paragraph stating that discussion is preferable to confrontation. However, you must appreciate that when we see letters of concern to the Council (my personal letter of 20 November and a more recent letter from Chris Lowder) barely discussed in council and still awaiting a reply we feel at a loss on how to proceed. Additionally, when we, the public, are restricted at council meetings (at the Council’s discretion) to questions only, we are at a loss to see where the forum for discussion lies. Still speaking personally, I believe the Parish Council has the power to unlock this conundrum, and it would be a great service if this were done.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Sally Ramsden

Cradley Crown Crusaders, The Old Rectory Cradley, WR13 5LQ

Http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cradley_crown_crusaders

Email : cradley_crown_crusader@yahoogroups.com


