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12 November


Parish Council Meeting. 


Miss Pilling, Chairperson of the Planning Committee, reported on the meeting of 5 November  


17 November


Open Meeting in Village. 


(Around 90 people attending.)  It was agreed that the Cradley Crown Crusaders would be set up to oppose the change of use and to fight to keep the Crown as a village pub.


20 November


Letter sent by Sally Ramsden, Chairperson of the Open Meeting, to Parish Council requesting change of stance on supporting change of use. 


28 November


Inaugural meeting of the Cradley Crown Crusaders


6 December


CCC Newsletter Issue 1


15 December


CCC  letter written to Mr Woodward, owner of the Crown, offering professional help in selling or opening the Crown as a pub. 


6 January


176 letters sent to Herefordshire Planning incl. 20 from support groups such as Council for Preservation of Rural England, and CAMRA.


Petition containing 772  signatures presented to County Councillors, Roy Stockton and Rees Mills, 


8 January


CCC Newsletter Issue 2


14 January


Parish Council Meeting.


 Mr Edgar attempted to raise the issue of representations to Herefordshire Council. He failed!








Extract from minutes of Parish Council meeting on 12 November 2002


“ NE2002/3155/F and NE2002/3156/L. The Crown, Members supported the redevelopment of the site subject to the barn being removed” etc





In the light of the Open Meeting held on 17 November attended by more than 90 people and showing overwhelming opposition to the change of use would the Council now wish to reconsider their position?











This degree of support we feel you should see as being a reflection of a lively local village pub market. Cradley is one of the largest villages in Herefordshire it is also one of the most affluent. When coupled with the support level shown recently, the local market aspect of your business plan should be pretty sound.








Extract from minutes of Parish Council meeting on 14 January 2003


“Miss Pilling reported that members of the Parish Council had been circularised with a copy of a letter regarding the Crown Inn. On a proposal by the Chairman, seconded by Mr Rowe, it was unanimously agreed to thank Mrs Ramsden for her letter and advise her that her comments had been noted.” 








It might be useful if we briefly summarise where matters stand at present:


The Parish Council is on record as supporting the change of use of the Crown Inn and recommending the demolition of a listed building. 


Around 200 people have signed letters to Hereford Planning Dept opposing the change of use.


To gain change of use the owner of the Crown Inn has to demonstrate that the existing use is no longer viable and unlikely to become so, that all means of retaining the facility have been explored taking into account the importance of the facility to the local community. 
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January 25


CCC issue Newsletter 3 with Open Letter to Parish Council


January 28


Letter received from Michael Allfrey, Chairman of Parish Council, in response to our open letter, but on his personal letterhead.


January 29


CCC sends interim response to Chairman of Parish Council stating that they are unable to accept as being an official response from the Parish Council as not on Council letterhead.


February 8


Reply from Parish Council to letter of 20 November. It was short!


February 11


Parish Council Meeting: 


Parish Council Chairman’s personal letter of January 28 was regularised and adopted as the Parish Council’s response to our Open Letter.


However, after questions from members of the CCC there was a significant agreement on the course of action necessary.








We asked the Parish Council :


To table the Crown as an agenda item at their next meeting to review their lack of response to local opinion, 


To speak in support of the village when the Crown planning application is heard by our Herefordshire Planning Committee.





“We could as you suggest put The Crown on the agenda, but I do not see what there is to discuss”.





“Members of the Parish Council have asked me to thank you for your comments, which they have noted”





Cradley Parish Council has now agreed that:


they would like to see the Crown reopened as a village pub


 they do not support the change of use of the Crown to housing.


-when the planning application is due to be heard by the Herefordshire Planning Committee they will send a representative to speak opposing any change of use. 





Crown Inn Planning Latest The application from Mr Woodward, the owner of the Crown, for change of use to housimg is still with the Planning Officer, where it has been since November. It will not be presented to the Planning Committee on 5 March as Mr Woodward has still to provide further information. .If you have not yet written to Planning to oppose the change of use please, please put pen to paper. Your letters still count . Address you opposition to: Mr K Bishop, Ref NE2002/3155/F, Northern Planning Services, Blueschool House, Blueschool Street, HEREFORD HR1 2ZB. 


Further developments will be posted on the Cradley web site (www.cradley.org.uk) and the Cradley Crown Crusaders egroup � HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cradley_crown_crusaders" ��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cradley_crown_crusaders� as they occur.


Editor: Sally Ramsden 01886 880220








GREAT NEWS





Website Launch We apologise for our Yahoo egroup being difficult to access. We shall be launching our own website in the next few weeks. Details will be in our next Newsletter.
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